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Background context

* Turkish University — English medium (CEFR B2 requirement)

* Needs analyses:
* Freshman students
* Faculty members
* English teachers
* Faculty course/text analysis

Faculty reading requirements vs. student performance
* Priority = high demands for quantity

* Qutcomes:
* Use of longer texts in all reading tests
e Balance of expeditious & careful reading

Need to investigate actual reading behaviour

. iigéz:)TaSk assigned” = “task performed” ? (Coughlan and Duff,
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Background Issues

* EAP reading needs (e.g. Moore et al., 2012; Weir et al., 2009a)

* Location of information
* Quantity of text vs. time allowed

» Flexibility of reading styles and strategies
* Link metacognition & cognition
* Enable allocation of resources to task
* Allow “compensating for deficiencies” elsewhere (CEFR, 2001)
c.f. Stanovich (1980; 2000)
* Reading speed:
* Desirable: 140-300 wpm (Carver, 1992; Grabe, 1991; Pressley, 2006)
* Actual: 50-150 wpm? (Jensen, 1996; Chang, 2010)
» Expeditious reading — bridging the gap

* Research approaches:
* Large scale — quantitative , questionnaires (Weir et al., 2009, Khalifa ,2010)
* Case studies — verbal protocols (Krishnan, 2011)

» Multidimensional tests justified
» Expeditious underrepresented
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Matrix of Reading Types
Urguhart & Weir (1998), Khalifa & Weir (2009)

Assessment Research Group

Global level

Local level

Expeditious Reading

Potentially non-linear
Reader-driven

Fast processing

Selective sampling of text
Limited careful reading

Skimming quickly to establish
discourse topic and main ideas, or
macrostructure of text, or relevance
to needs

Scanning to locate
specific points of
information

Search reading to locate quickly
and understand information relevant
to predetermined needs

Careful Reading

Linear

Text-driven

Slow Processing
Full comprehension

Establishing accurate comprehension
of explicitly stated main ideas and
supporting details across sentences

Establishing accurate
comprehension of
explicitly stated main
idea or supporting details
within a sentence

Making propositional inferences

Identifying lexis

Establishing how ideas and details
relate to each other in a whole text

Understanding syntax
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Research questions:

a) To what extent does performance vary on tests of
expeditious and careful reading?

b) According to candidates’ self-reports, what are the
differences between the strategies they employ on
tests of expeditious and careful reading?
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Study Methodology

* Informants
» 88 upper-intermediate students (CEFR B2)
* 3 upper-intermediate course instructors/testers

* Procedure

e 2 tests — 3000-word text

* expeditious — 8 matching items, 16 minutes.
» careful reading — 13 open-ended short answer items, 45 minutes.

e 2 questionnaires to students

* Interviews (stimulated retrospective think-aloud) with 10
students + 3 instructors
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‘A long text’ — 700 words

Cities - The Urban Environment
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‘A long text’ — 1050 words

[cities — The Urban Environment
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‘A long text’ — 3000 words

Cities — The Urban Environment

e oy
ez, ooy i save bren
MmsesgelaS: Pt oy s ol wiser 1o it e

ity Life

i gl e ek —ﬂmde:eaweﬂ,zchdo,j

L Indegas 2!zmmdza\rmn]u(mmsmd‘zﬂb&am‘iﬁzﬂm*m

cities. Now &t siee ﬂd-m:e .mﬂﬂnlfmxmm

n m«o«wmmmma\mnhuaumzwum i Sk e v 12 Tee fy affecs 2 z v paricaindy
aniroameoml movemsen in e 19803 204 1970s, & was fasbioaabis m comsider svseyising xhomt ‘Tarronadings Jess bealty aod los pleasact wifh zegued o waap s ey Expraalyz
= = z00d. Cites E facking in
= 3o et glaers, iy = baceforsbad W 7. Wi 2
mopolied, cleas, £l of wildifs and matve -.m—;mﬂ_m—ummgm;mw,-u selatsadhs bermees progle @ oenand @ e oo =

cozerey deelers wast % oo, shou . cirs of e samem Uzand sitsand dithes 2
‘waffired dinecty from tek dackios ] major oceea Bacbars of o0 TR AVerE.

Ta e gast, Bt pubic comcern
savissamacal nmoas a3 cuide ek wres. Howeveg day, Sem 23 sbﬂo&msrm s

k" ® e cam o zome o & Toees ase anay ways to make
e o imporen savisnamenms] asses Beogle are oo sealizing T iy aad wisssme are
imexiicatiy comecied We caosot il in the wilderness while oo Sopmes barn from salfar 7

13 ifies ase s growiog vp asound s
ek u'n‘e'c'm,oelhf 5 = o=

Towent s, e Jocatd whem arivereats
o aves s o . Some Lo e e o ooamm  af et s S
Losis fies 1t e confloeace of tar M =4 ‘P

Pl b

e e o Smpoece wita e Peansyivasia; Koblecs, Geemaay: 208 Knasoam, Sudaa 2
asakzes of ‘Ths Masiona! Scissce Foundrsion bas atéed tmo wrbas amas, meizds svees Msay fazous B ]
B.m,,dmam,ua’n,mnw,mm.ﬂm pmgim o e e 1ot e v peeps S Secet ot ot i ot s A gt _ £ < Edatn =4 Exicy. A

msbess mads frag ‘01 nely By bt amract pacgis ey fties are stted o pesiomias—ir sxample, Mozaco 304 [l

- sefieving prasases o e consiryzide.
1. Am et focaion for  cy b bt 1 g s s g s, bt g i 1o

Wolwide, as we have seen we 2 becoming an mcressingly whasimd species Tn e Tizind

Zes, abemn T5% of e gogulisin e o webin arsas and 3o 155 e & romlamn Today, 9. With the growing huema population, we ¢an magine two fotares: I oo, cifies are glensing asd ot 2f e bestemamgles of agedea e o et b
appeemimaty 47% of toe world's i cites T projecied e i i e o e G T S 3 AT S i e e, Z00d s 22d geod smtoe. m»ssegaou:.n::mma.mu«nmm-—am
63% of e poprlasion, 6.5 billion peogte, =il e i ciies by e year 2004 Ec palition of o alle soom o <7 geoviding 3 3 5
deveiopmenn adh o wehacias of peaple in developed cvuemries fve i cites but oy In oz ot fotare, e EEN e P —
% of fhe people i e poores: developing coumies xe ciy dmefies. de:aff:oa:‘ae:nd: Peoge fee ‘ae::'n-mde'a:dmem! ‘sabarts a1 ooy mch sy
3a5%; 308 the pose e ey maz
4 Moot fom dncoeasi ized, b id = it caee for e ot 5 s ite Modificatisn

.
s Treads in borh Sivecsions appeas 1o be occursing.

5. Site 5 provised by the exvirommeat, but tecknclogy and eavircamean] dsangs can aker a e or

enltion) ‘Mexico G Lo Acgele, Toko, Sacghat,ae SaeFacly Beaad s e Site and Situatisn: The Location of Cities etes o worse. Feople 8 g e sne 36 dad Save dent 30 e B2 dmnas of G2
iz 5 Ta 1992, Sare e T2 mach amm, 17 of e o deveopiog workd By 2015, ere il aay aade s
‘e 36 mmgaciies, 204 13 of them il be focased n Asia Los Angeies 2 ace 10. hsre i cne iex st cor e e e with s cpld npormon ot b e ssenstimes companae fos 3 paor s, Ha—!\e,mmni'!imrlh&sqﬂdnm
among 2 10 argert megacifes aosis. This ides in a cities ase sotloraned 3t random bun develop mmvisly becuuse of Jord st 30 e city camparzin
‘conditions a0 2¢gioea] beae s In most cases, they grow up & cracial tramsporaion Jocations
The City 22 2 System pectcf wimta called e city'simton) acd b= seadly defemed wilh good o 16, For exaemgle, New Oreans, at e mowth of the Missimippi, 353 good sitsasion but 2 poce sk
T Ioasans, wates sogg ) Tee As impon Maczizipg i besoeh—m.dﬁ:d

s o Bave b i o emamgle,
atiagoe, DT mas o e e meas o pemmraie s o s o o o] 13
Tt the sz was geisnasily swampliod, and aearby Balimore provided the major barbor ofthe
segion.

£ Cae of the ways in which we can iperove the masagement of cies & 3 asalyme e iy asan
Like amy otome

11 The Iocasiom ofa which i e summaticn
ohn‘memmnlﬁu_uxo('zx)oclmudram—ncnsm'.\hoemurcdmec
i segpect o statr aneaa. A gond e dodes s ol gkt sk skl ¢ vaildg

frmeock base d e e ki st 17 Trassformmtion of 3 s oves time cankave advess sfacs For smample, Broges, Belgium,
7 302 2004 faads cofable B agun: daveioged 32 30 impormaen cesner £ commasca in e 15 Caamary Decvuse f 2ada o e
e mm:nﬂnumq1---m=-g:»»:m-m—mmcmx-m;g— 2 5 wads v - s By e 11w cennany,
Somerer, e e became Hocked. The

* aake don -m:mmnmwnwucummmmmcma TWater in the Urbsn Emviroument
‘ﬁwﬁ'xul:\!nkdni dectine in the imporiance of Bruges—adecline from wiich 2oever

szcovered Today il e, a beamiifal o 22 The comstraction of modern cifies affects e water cycke gmady Aiﬁecm,w&taad
precey L-oe.um o - o . y
‘Berog=s modiern turis: desimaion Gbear szgma:dh\!m Tty aceexamgles of otbes i fitraton Asa sesal frecty
waz led As o giobal change, ey be . = s it .
pp e - i, qomymeans, avag g 5 2
k\nen,mggcmnum;:qnmmju-nm; chaccas of it e ciy, 208 e
can increase 2
The City 12 33 Emiromment Tevat s estlen by coeclieg 10 seduricg o pesd ey o
pavemests e i seac: As w0 exaergle, s e Aleacifa, Virginia, crcoral Bhracy
15 A city changes tae adscape: and because & does. #talko chnges Ge mlitiombip between st g,
21324 ghvsical azprt of e zviroament My of ez hangs st rved 3 2 ;..m;)o—. Tee it pelimass, sad ox 3 domn e e
geonsal savinameara aspacs of pofiston, waes anopmea archimae. Tieyarcmesioned of was o,
Bece with 2 focus oa bow effcive oy plioniog can mduor e pot
3 Becw Prrmeern Sower miasive By (2
The Urban Atmesphere and Climate Somrer i wister o S owes i sumemes) fuae e smnding coumryide. A e same Seme,
can fave bigher focal ranfall flaa ‘bacazae dut e 3 G g 2
19. Gt afoc e ol = o iy changes, 0 ovs s, Carsre el e 2z S roe 5% 10 0% "
winy e flow afair Bon iy ciomd - P
Tt st ot ‘md.mmx:'ﬂn,lxd‘nd _man:ng.marx«x may impede growed 2ad e walfic
The actal flow of wiod arvund
ooe et s ipesedy ‘Pellutien in the Ciry
seacty; bridiogs Tee - — {
m:m.;:.amnm»eu-oa 4 Every , inching polizasts. Coy 22 a0 expozed % mace Kinds
ot among all e 5 — of somic chemicals in highar i more ise, b, 204 parsiches
Yooz Thos, plamsinga | hanace e B Ta ez Efzsiiies. L tyas
bulding s ocaionamong | 5 average of st 1 w0 yeas in e momt polkuee & cies in e Usined Bases. The iy it e

oes boddings aswellas i
hape st e faken 20 accomst
I some cases, when Gis Bas zot >

Vodk wih {114, Chicago wih 3,479 Pisth delphia with 2 860, aed Desroit with

which bave s Sead i gasciioe (nbem
dex czone, ca 5. and
bevtieg i3 ind source,
e satfox omides, simogen cuides, 2o ofbes tonic gases Tndusies me 2 fourd
g 28
wolasle oy ok ourering pows plaers, inbasiria] boers, 208 gas- and
St pomred vebies

26 A¥bough s & Emponible © fminye cxposare © polisass ina iy, & & pomible 1 redoce e

w’}fv—m,n’_'zib.a\hx:u(‘.rﬁh,aadw\n,mz-ﬂk"mmacunh slieciors. xposace dough carefal dsign. phosig asd deveopmesn. For exaamgle, whes beafl was wand i
15oline, exporare 10 lead was gremer smea 'oudmnnaﬁom! L!m(ge »kldca_‘ld‘x
1 Veril moders Simes, # wa3 common o make use of sofar power 1o beat iy bosses. o ey & seduced by placing - - - ming 2 bufier
s mjor ewspioa o i aggeoach. beawuas hesp ad iy sl fos e s a5 e it o e gl E
China wars Smigmedsa
1t i solar nexh
e ace ‘xmnumnxm mx:dmﬁ':x,_« P d
cies Bave amd sl ez = 'z

g ok 3 g et Eoes st vt g




03 cBS{JTﬁScTL Assessment Research Group

Test formats

Expeditious Careful

#  This part of the exam alms to test your ability to locate main ideas in a text. The text is about *  You have 4% minutes for this part,
major environmental izsues related to cities. * Read the text and write your answers in the spaces provided below, Where blanks are
provided, give short answers of one or more words.
+ FEach of the following headings matches one of the paragraphs in the text. Write the paragraph *  The guestions are in the order in which the information appears in the text (1 peint each
number next to the correct heading, The heading: are not in the same order as the information in question).

the text. One of the answers: iz ziven a5 an example.

+ It may be uzeful to spend a few minute: previewing the text before you begin answering the 1. As muclear plants became commeon what unexpected disadvantage of ouclear power became
guestions. known? -

* FEach question is worth 1 point.

Paragraph Heading
Number 2. Which aspect of coal-generated electricity is most harmful to buman health?

12 | eg The importance of waterways for the situation of a cify.

a) Making cihes attractive for people to live

(=

TWhat measurement i used by Dr. Bemard L. Cohen to show the danger of different methods of

—— - e
b} Uklising the power of the sun as a source of energy. Zeneratmg electnomy -
) Arare example of a city which has a very good position.

dy The mereasze m the number of very large cities in the world.

4. Why does the production of nuclear power produce greenhouse gases?

&) Optmuste and pessimustae views of the future development of cifies.

fi The negatre impact of change n the ate of 2 cty.

g} Different sources of air pollotion in cities.

(=

Which sowrce of ensrgy could possibly be replaced by nuclear power m electnicity production”

L} Growing awareness of the mportance of the whan envirorment.
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Score Distributions (1)

Expeditious Reading
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Score Distributions (2)

Expeditious Reading
N

3 @ @ ® @ @ @

2 @ ® @ @

1
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0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Careful Reading

Correlation r=0.44, p<0.001
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Which test is more difficult?

i1 Expeditious Reading
M Careful Reading
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Previewing Behaviour

Expeditious Reading Careful Reading

M Text - slow reading
L4 Text - quick reading

i Questions first
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Overall approaches to the text and task

| read the title and the subheadings before reading the text.

| only read the parts of the text which seemed related to specific questions.
| read the last paragraph before some other parts of the text.

| tried to understand the organization of the text.

| read different parts of the text at different speeds.

vk wh e

| looked for relationships between different ideas in different parts of the text.
| translated important words and ideas into Turkish/my own language.

| read all of the first paragraph.

| thought about the background knowledge | have about this topic.

© 0N o

10. | tried to understand the ideas in every sentence very clearly.

11. | read the text in order from beginning to end.

12. | tried to answer the questions in the same order as they are written.
13. | read difficult or important parts of the text twice or more.
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Most common approaches to the text and task
according to associated reading style

Expeditious Careful

* Assessing text organisation

* Varying reading speed

* Answering items in order*
e Reading title & subheadings* e Reading text in order*

e Rereading sections of text*™

* Reading only item-related
text™

*significant differences
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Overall approaches to the text and task
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Themes from student interviews

* Rereading text — checking and comprehension

Careful reading — But | didn’t read the paragraph
well. | couldn’t understand it, actually. And I read it
again and again. After reading a couple of times |

understood the meaning. SR3
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Themes from student interviews

* Selective reading

Careful Reading — For example, if there is ‘for
instance’, I can pass over this because this example
is about the thing that we have just mentioned and

it does not interest me for the answers. SR7
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Themes from student interviews

* Expeditious strategies in careful reading — selectivity

Careful Reading — ‘Why did Soviet authorities not
destroy...?” There is ‘Soviet authorities” and
‘Chernobyl’. I passed to the Chernobyl part and
started to search for ‘food’. | found the foods —

meat, milk, et cetera. SR7
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Estimated text coverage

Interviewee Expeditious (%) Careful (%)
SR1 - 70-75
SR2 70 75
SR3 50 80
SR4 40 -

SR6 70-80 90
SR7 - 30
SR10 only keywords 100
TR1 30-40 70
TR2 - 60-70
TR3 30 two-thirds
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Strategies used while responding to items

| used the subheadings in the text.

| looked at the beginning of the paragraph.

| looked at the end of the paragraph.

| searched for specific names or numbers.

| matched words in the question with the same words in the text.

| matched words in the question with synonyms in the text.

| searched for keywords in the text related to the general topic of the question.

No Uk, WwWwnN e

8. | guessed the meanings of unknown words in the text using the context.

9. I read the whole paragraph slowly.
10. | made inferences about the information in the text.
11. | looked at the connections between sentences.
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Most common strategies in responding to items

Expeditious Careful

* Matching identical words in item
and text

* Looking for topic-related
keywords in the text

e Making inferences

* Looking for names and numbers* * Guessing vocabulary from context™
e Looking for synonyms of words in * Reading the whole paragraph
items* slowly*
e Using subheadings* * Looking at connections between
sentences™

* Looking at beginning & end of
paragraphs

*significant differences
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Strategies used while responding to items
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Themes from student interviews

* Monitoring

Expeditious Reading — I made a mistake while
answering this question. Firstly, | said it was the sixth
paragraph, and then realised it is not about air
pollution. It is about general pollution. And then |
realized, | erased my answer, and looked for some air

pollution paragraphs. SR3
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Themes from student interviews

e Direct can also be too direct

Careful Reading — / again looked for synonyms, similar
phrases, | mean, paraphrases of the questions. And | again
looked at the first sentences of the paragraphs, but then |
had to read further and look at it more carefully and see
the link between the sentences and everything. | had to
reread some parts to make sure that it is really talking

about the same thing or it is the answer. TR1
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Conclusions

* Behaviours largely conformed to expectations:
* in expeditious reading, dependence on selected text features
* in careful reading, greater linear engagement with text

* Overlap in strategies
skimming
scanning careful reading
search reading

 Why?
* Time pressure & text length
* Test as a problem-solving activity
* Minimal deployment of resources

 Skills and strategies sampled at different points on
spectrum
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Conclusions

» Use of longer texts in reading tests:

 Does it work?
e |s it worthit?

e Expeditious reading V
e Careful reading ???

Or should we combine both types in one test?



:: CBSUr!JSCTL Assessment Research Group

Implications & further research

* Back to needs analysis:
e Reading behaviour in L1 and L2 students
* Actual text coverage
* Role of expeditious reading in EAP

* Test design:
* Value of testing expeditious reading
* Time/text length balance
e Variation in no. of items, text length, response format

* Research needed in:
* Metacognitive strategies: goalsetting, monitoring
» Careful reading processes
* L2 reading speed
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