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STUDY AIMS % Test item quality contributes to test RESEARCH QUESTION
validity
¢ Operational aspects of item writing

are overlooked in language testing
research / publications

Investigate effectiveness of item writer
training / impact of training on item quality

Does a three-month online item writer training course
Impact on the item writing quality of a group of novice
item writers? If so, in what ways?
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» Quantitative analysis of item evaluations

» Qualitative analysis of interview transcripts

» Comparative analysis of quantitative and
gualitative data
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSES OF ITEM EVALUATIONS AND INTERVIEW DATA:.
FOUR TRAINEE ITEM WRITER PROFILES
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Found coping

Reflective Ability to Reflected and

approach to - II ‘ articulate item worked on weak

item writing writing process areas
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ltem quality high from the

strategies to
deal with
difficulties

FLORA
ltem quality improved
considerably pre- to post-course

outset, remained so
post-course

» pinpointed areas of difficulty » remembered what he wrote / how > Pre-course: did not mention > Pre-course: aware of but unable to

> work.ed to improve - | he did it in m-mute detail distractors in the interview achieve text authenticity

» saw inter-relationships b/w item > recpllectfagl h'? thought process > Post-course: discussed distractors > Post-course: found a coping strategy
writing criteria while writing items extensively

THOUGHTFUL APPROACH CAREFUL ATTENTION
& ADHERENCE TO COPING STRATEGIES
SPECIFICATIONS

CONSCIOUSLY SELECTIVE LACK OF REFLECTION

APPROACH

No mention of Pre-course
some aspects of Focussed on interview Declined post-

specifications some other course

e of responses
pre- & post- aspects o uninformative interview

course specifications and strained LEO

interviews lilze _
ltem quality

somewhat improved
pre- to post-course

ltem quality not
improved pre- to
post-course

» Lexis and grammar » Better in-text distractors for listening task post- » Struggled to provide detailed
requirements: not course, talked about distractors post-course account of his item writing
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