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COMASAN LABHAIRT ANN AN GÀIDHLIG

Commissioned by Bòrd na Gàidhlig, funded by BnG and 

the Scottish Funding Council 

Brief:

oDesign a framework linked to the CEFR and SCQF to

“provide…a pathway from complete learner to fluency”

o Identify current course levels and align them to the

framework

oDevelop self-assessment tools
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GAELIC IN SCOTLAND
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2011, 57375

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

G
ae

lic
 s

p
e

ak
e

rs

Year

87,056 (1.7%) have some Gaelic knowledge

(+1.1% in < 20)

-16.8%

-11.1%

-1.2%



GAELIC IN SCOTLAND

~2,992 adult L2 users

o45% aiming for C2

(Taylor 2017)

o “The Eternal 

Intermediate” 

(McEwan-Fujita 2015)
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Upper Intermediate
23%

Intermediate
31%

Lower Intermediate
34%

Complete Beginner
8%

Self-reported spoken proficiency



APPROACH

Spoken corpus based

o80 L2 users, 16 L1 users

o3 communicative tasks, 3 experiments
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Objective 
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at different 
CEFR levels



TASKS

Communicative tasks

o Informal conversation

o Narrative/Picture description

o Argument task

Experimental tasks

o Information gap for C-questions

o Verb-echo question elicitation

o Elicited Imitation
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From Heaton, 1966 (Tavakoli & Foster 2008; Carty 2015)

Adapted from Milford, 2010
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GAELIC TEACHER WORKSHOPS

Discussed applicability of CEFR to Gaelic

Training based on the Manual for Relating Language 

Examinations to the CEFR

Practiced rating Gaelic performances 
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CODING
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Lexical diversity - D

Complexity

• Syntactic diversity (but PoS Tagger has a high error margin…)

• ML AS-unit

• SR

Accuracy

• Substantive verb/copula

• Tense and case

Fluency

• Infrequent pausing and repairs

• 1 min extract of monologues analysed for speed, breakdown, and 
repair fluency



RATING
15



ONGOING AND UP NEXT

Ratings analysis

Coding

Develop profiles and align framework to SCQF

Colleagues at Aberdeen to carry out assessment on 

classes currently available

Potential for work on written Gaelic, new resources, and 

a language exam
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Tapadh leibh


