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President’s welcome
On behalf of UKALTA, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our first
online Language Testing Forum (LTF).
As many of you know, this year we planned to hold LTF 2020 in Lancaster
- the location for the very first gathering in 1980. Six months ago, however,
the uncertainties of the global Covid19 pandemic made it impossible to be
sure we could proceed safely with our original plan. Instead, we agreed with
the 2020 Local Organising Committee to postpone the Lancaster event until
November 2021. This was especially disappointing given that 2020 marks
the 40th anniversary of LTF.
Rather than have no conference at all this year, the UKALTA Executive Committee determined to
explore what could fill the ‘empty space’. We decided to organise a half-day online LTF event to
‘kick-start’ a series of celebratory activities over the coming 12 months, culminating in LTF 2021 in
Lancaster. In keeping with that anniversary theme, the event programme has been designed to
look backward, look outward and look forward in our field, and UKALTA’s stated aims and
objectives have helped shape the choice of sessions during the afternoon.
Following the success of last year’s conference in Swansea, we sought to broaden our horizon
beyond English by inviting Professor Claire Gorrara and Dr James Illingworth of the University
Council of Modern Languages (UCML) to share something of the current situation for teaching and
learning modern languages in 2020.
To help strengthen relationships between UKALTA and our ‘sister’ professional associations, we
invited representatives from BAAL TEASIG (Mark Griffiths), BALEAP TAFSIG (Fiona Orel) and
UKALTA (Benjamin Kremmel) to explore some implications of the global pandemic for our
respective associations and our field. Having a representative of IATEFL as panel moderator
(Judith Mader) adds a valuable international perspective to the discussion.
2020 has been a difficult year for PhD and Masters students in our field so we decided to offer an
opportunity for postgraduate researchers to present their research to a wider audience. We invited
proposals for a 3-minute, 3-slide ‘poster’ presentation – an innovative approach to suit the online
medium. A total of 17 proposals were received and vetted by a review panel to select five. A prize
will also be awarded for the best presentation on the day.
To help us reflect on 40 years of language testing and assessment in the UK, we invited four senior
members of our profession to take part in short pre-recorded interviews – each one focusing on a
different decade from 1980-2020: Prof Liz Hamp-Lyons (1980s), Dr Nick Saville (1990s), Prof Tony
Green (2000s) and Prof Tineke Brunfaut (2010s). Their reflections on our field - and on the role of
LTF over the years – proved both illuminating and amusing!
Thank you to everyone who has helped us turn a ‘bright idea’ into a reality. Our hope is that this
year’s LTF online will be a fitting start to our 40th anniversary year and that the celebrations will
continue over the coming 12 months. Despite the ongoing challenges of the current season, the
field of UK language testing assessment in the UK remains alive and well. Coming together for this
event – even if it can’t be face-to-face – can still be a source of encouragement and inspiration for
us all.
Lynda Taylor – President of UKALTA
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Organising committee
When it transpired that original plans to hold the 40th anniversary conference in Lancaster would
need to be postponed, with the event transferring to an online platform in the light of Covid-19
restrictions, the UKALTA committee worked with a team of willing volunteers to put the event
together.
UKALTA committee: Lynda Taylor (President); John Pill (Secretary); Nahal Khabbazbashi
(Treasurer); Ide Haghi (Membership and Nominations); Karen Dunn (Website and
Communications Officer).
The committee would like to extend a huge “thank you” to the wider UKALTA membership and
other volunteers that contributed to the planning of the event. These include:
Richard Spiby (British Council), Nicola Latimer (CRELLA), Natasha Thomson (Cambridge
Assessment) for their work on the platform and delivery.
Daniel Lam (CRELLA) and Myriam Iliovits (Lancaster University) for planning and organising the
postgraduate researchers’ “3-minute 3-slide presentation” session.
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Thank you to our sponsors!
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Event programme
Time

Session

1.45

Doors open

2.00

Welcome and opening remarks
Lynda Taylor (UKALTA President)

2.10

Invited plenary talk:
The picture for languages in the UK in 2020: the view from UCML
(University Council of Modern Languages)
with guest speakers:
Professor Claire Gorrara, Dean of Research Environment and
Culture and Professor of French (Cardiff University), and Chair of the
University Council of Modern Languages (UCML)
Dr James Illingworth, Teaching Fellow and Lecturer in French
(University of Leicester and De Montfort University) and Project
Coordinator at UCML

2.40

Panel discussion
with representatives from our ‘sister’ associations in the field:
•
•
•
•

Judith Mader (chair) – IATEFL TEASIG
Dr Mark Griffiths – BAAL TEASIG
Fiona Orel – BALEAP TAFSIG
Dr Benjamin Kremmel – UKALTA

The panel will discuss some of the issues our associations face as a
result of the global pandemic and explore where we might go from
here.
3.10

Refreshment break
to include a photo montage of LTF over the decades and messages
from our sponsoring organisations
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3.30

Postgraduate presentations
3-minute, 3-slide presentations of research from Masters and PhD
students (including recently completed PhDs)

4.00

‘In conversation with…’
A series of short video interviews conducted recently with senior
figures from our field as they reflect on 4 decades of LTA in the UK,
including the role of LTF 1980-2020.
•
•
•
•

4.40

Professor Liz Hamp-Lyons (1980s)
Dr Nick Saville (1990s)
Professor Anthony Green (2000s)
Professor Tineke Brunfaut (2010s)

Quiz time! Language testing across the years
Hosted by John Pill

4.55

Final remarks and close
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Abstracts and speaker bios
Invited plenary talk:
The picture for languages in the UK in 2020: the view from UCML (University Council
of Modern Languages)
This talk will provide the context for language learning in the UK in 2020 and the
challenges and opportunities that face the modern languages as a subject and community
across the education sector. It will begin by presenting language trends in the UK over the
past decade, identifying initiatives that seek to motivate students and improve uptake at
different points in the ‘languages pipeline’. In a second part, it will explore the work of the
University Council of Modern Languages (UCML) and its renewed mission, since 2018, to
lobby and advocate for languages to policy makers and influencers. It will focus
particularly on the work of UCML to support residency abroad for students of modern
languages, radically disrupted by COVID-19.
Invited speakers:
Professor Claire Gorrara is Dean of Research Environment and
Culture and Professor of French at Cardiff University. She has been
Chair of the University Council of Modern Languages since 2018.
Amongst her research interests are language learning in UK schools
and multilingualism in Wales.

Dr James Illingworth is Teaching Fellow in French at the University of
Leicester and Lecturer in French at De Montfort University. He has
been Project Coordinator at the University Council of Modern
Languages since February 2020.
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Panel session:
Representatives from professional testing organisations with an interest in language testing
will join us to discuss some of the issues our associations face as a result of the global
pandemic and explore where we might go from here. Judith Mader (chair) represents
IATEFL TEASIG; Dr Mark Griffiths, BAAL TEASIG; Fiona Orel, BALEAP TAFSIG; and Dr
Benjamin Kremmel, UKALTA.
Judith Mader has worked in number of academic positions, including
as a full-time test developer and until recently as Head of Languages
at a German university. She is based in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.
She has also published course material and tests and articles and books
on teaching methodology and testing. Judith is a Trustee of IATEFL and
represents the sixteen IATEFL Special Interest Groups and was the
Newsletter Editor and the TEASIG Coordinator of the Testing
Evaluation and Assessment Special Interest Group (TEASIG).

Fiona Orel is Director of Assessment and Testing and EAP Tutor, at the
International Study and Language Institute, University of Reading. She
is the convenor for the BALEAP TAFSIG and has been directly involved
in EAP assessment since 2011. She is the Director of Assessment for the
International Study and Language Institute, University of Reading and
a member of UKALTA, EALTA, ILTA, and ALTA. Fiona is particularly
interested in assessing language for university entry and examiner
training.
Dr Benjamin Kremmel is the Head of the Language Testing Research
Group Innsbruck (LTRGI) at the University of Innsbruck, Austria, where
he is currently a lecturer and researcher at the Department for Subjectspecific Education at the Faculty of Teacher Education. His research
interests include vocabulary assessment, L2 reading assessment,
diagnostic language testing, language assessment literacy, and SLA.
His research has been published in Language Testing, Language
Assessment Quarterly, Applied Linguistics, Language Teaching,
PlosOne and TESOL Quarterly. Benjamin was a member of the first
UKALTA executive committee from 2015-2018.
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Dr Mark Griffiths is an academic consultant working across the fields
of language assessment, linguistics and educational materials
production. He conducts research and advises on a range of topics
related to test development, the CEFR, assessment literacy and
assessment impact. Mark has worked as an examiner and trainer in over
20 countries. He has published student coursebooks for exam suites
and advises publishers and assessment organisations on the
production of language courses, test materials and student and teacher
support materials. Mark is steering member of the Educational Writers’
Group for the Society of Authors, a member of UKALTA’s Higher
Education Assessment Literacy task force and is the Communications
Officer and current Convenor of BAAL TEASIG.

The panel will discuss questions that have been submitted in advance from conference
attendees, plus a range of topics that they feel to be important in the light of the current
situation.
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oxfordtestofenglish.com
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Postgraduate presentations:
Emma Bruce
CRELLA, University of Bedfordshire
The impact of time allowances in an EAP
reading-to-write assessment

Judith Fairbairn
UCL, Institute of Education
Raters’ perception of on-topic performance

Franz Holzknecht
Lancaster University
Double play in listening assessment

Myriam Iliovits
Lancaster University
Language use in an English medium
instruction university

Santi Lestari
Lancaster University
Analytic rating scales for reading-into-writing
tasks and their impact on validity
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In conversation with…
A series of short video interviews conducted recently with senior figures from our field as
they reflect on 4 decades of LTA in the UK, including the role of LTF 1980-2020.

1980s – Professor Liz Hamp-Lyons
After a long career, Liz Hamp-Lyons is now Visiting [Honorary]
Professor of English Language Assessment at CRELLA at the
University of Bedfordshire, UK, and Guest Professor at Shanghai
Jiaotong University, China, where she has been Senior Consultant to
the College English Test (CET) since 2006. The main focus of her
research and test development projects has been on writing
assessment. She has also conducted research on test washback,
school-based at secondary school level in Hong Kong, and the
testing/assessment of English for Academic Purposes. She is former
Editor of Assessing Writing and founding Editor of the Journal of
English for Academic Purposes.

1990s – Dr Nick Saville
Dr Nick Saville has 40 years’ experience in language teaching and
assessment having begun his career as a university teacher in Italy in
1980. He has worked in Cambridge since 1989 and is now Director
of Research and Thought Leadership for Cambridge Assessment
English. He holds a BA in Linguistics and an MA in TEFL from the
University of Reading, and a PhD from the University of Bedfordshire
in language assessment impact.
His current research interests include assessment and learning in the
digital age; the use of ethical AI; language policy and multilingualism;
the Common European Framework of Reference for Language
(CEFR) and its “toolkit”; Learning Oriented Assessment (LOA) and
impact research. Nick presents regularly at international conferences
and has published widely.
He is the elected Secretary-General of the Association of Language
Testers in Europe (ALTE) and co-editor of the Studies in Language
Testing series with Prof Lynda Taylor.
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2000s – Professor Tony Green
Anthony Green is Professor in Language Assessment and Director
of the
Centre
for
English
Language
Learning
and
Assessment (CRELLA) at the University of Bedfordshire, UK. At the
beginning of the 2000s he was a student, completing his PhD at the
University of Surrey, Roehampton in 2003. In the course of the
decade he attended his first LTF (in Bristol in 2000), worked on
institutional, national and international testing programmes as
a test designer, item writer administrator and rater and became an
academic. He joined Cambridge Assessment English as a Validation
Officer, moved on to CRELLA as a lecturer in language
assessment and published his first book: IELTS Washback in
Context in 2007.

2010s – Professor Tineke Brunfaut
Tineke Brunfaut is a Professor in Linguistics and English Language at
Lancaster University, where she specializes in language testing and
second language reading and listening. Her main research interests
are: cognitive and affective factors and processes in language
testing, methodology in language testing research, and language
test development. Her research has been published in journals such
as Applied
Linguistics, Assessment
in
Education, Assessing
Writing, Language Assessment Quarterly, Language Testing, Studies
in Second Language Acquisition, and TESOL Quarterly. She is a
recipient of the ILTA Best Article Award, the e-Assessment Award for
Best Research, and the TOEFL Outstanding Young Scholar Award.
She also regularly conducts language test development and
consultancy work for professional and educational bodies around
the world.
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Do you have an idea for an activity relating to
language testing and assessment?
Apply for UKALTA support through the 2021 Second Annual Activity Award!
UKALTA will provide support to finance and promote a second annual activity, run in addition
to the Language Testing Forum conference in November.
The activity will relate to one or more of UKALTA’s stated aims. Its scope and type are left open
and flexible. Possible activities could include: a special interest group workshop, a seminar
targeting postgraduate research students, or a stakeholder engagement activity.
Up to £1500 is available annually.
Applications will be reviewed in terms of the quality and value of the proposed activity, its
alignment with UKALTA aims, its feasibility, and its potential impact. For 2021, proposals linking
to the 40th anniversary year celebrations will be viewed favourably.
Full details of the application process will be announced in January, with a deadline for
applications for funding of 1 March 2021.
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