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KEY IDEAS
o Purpose of research: to understand the values, ideas and beliefs that plurilingual
students ascribe to the languages they speak and encounter in school and at
home.
o Focus of paper: to discuss how plurilingual students understand the learning of
their home and / or community languages in school.
o Assessing multiple language competence
o Missed opportunities
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PRESENTATION ORDER
o Background of research
o Methodology
o Key findings
o Future research and opportunities
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BACKGROUND OF RESEARCH I
28,919 pupils aged 5 and over with a first language other
than English or Welsh in Wales (Welsh Government 2019a)

Polish, Arabic and Bengali are top three first languages of pupils aged 5
and over except for English and Welsh (Welsh Government 2019b)
Draft Curriculum for Wales 2022
(Welsh Government 2019c)
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BACKGROUND OF RESEARCH II
Literature review uncovered:
a) the complex ambiguity of home and community languages terminology;
b) the research gap in looking at student perspectives of home and community
languages in Wales;
c) the opportunities to employ alternative conceptual frameworks to
researching identity in applied linguistics to that of the current dominant
epistemology of poststructuralism (Block 2006).
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METHODOLOGY I

Case study design
o Secondary school
o Year 10 and Year 11 students
(twelve participants)
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Conceptual frameworks
o Barad’s (2007) stance on posthumanism
o Fisher et al.’s (2018, p. 2) concept of ‘multilingual identity’
o Bourdieu’s (1991, p. 49) ‘hierarchies of linguistic practices'

Methods
o Focus groups
o Creative methods elicitation tools

METHODOLOGY II
All languages acknowledged as being known by participants, collectively:
(numbers represent how many participants know the language)
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Albanian (2)
Arabic (6)
Bengali (2)
Dutch (1)
English (12)
French (6)
German (1)
Hindi (6)
Italian (1)
Korean (1)
Nepalese (1)
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Pashto (1)
Persian (1)
Polish (1)
Portuguese (2)
Punjabi (3)
Russian (2)
Somali (3)
Spanish (1)
Turkish (3)
Urdu (1)
Welsh (5)

KEY FINDINGS I
Students’ perspectives:
1. GCSEs in home and / or community languages are challenging.
2. GCSEs in home and / or community languages unable to be completed.
Due to:
a) lack of provision;
b) difficulty of exams themselves;
c) students’ lack of confidence in reading and writing skills, which are key components
of such exams.
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KEY FINDINGS II
‘unfair’
‘a bit disappointed’

‘shocked’
‘sad’

‘not really happy
about it’

I can speak Russian, but I can’t write and read’
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KEY FINDINGS III
o Reading and writing challenges in relation to home
and / or community languages GCSEs

Is this situation delegitimising students’ claim to be speakers of
certain languages?

Missed opportunities to maximise students’
multiple language competence?
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KEY FINDINGS IV
‘happy’
‘appreciation’

‘it’s good that I had the opportunity’

‘I picked the cool guy with sunglasses [emoji] because that’s how I felt when I did my Turkish exam’
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
oDraft Curriculum for Wales 2022 (Welsh Government
2019c)
oScope to carry out further research into language
assessment
oAssessing multiple language competence in future
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DIOLCH / THANK YOU
CWESTIYNAU? / QUESTIONS?
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*If you are interested in finding out more about this research project, please feel
free to ask me for a summary project report after this session.
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